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“A new publishing heavyweight.”
—Rachel Toor, Chronicle of Higher Education
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About West Virginia University Press
West Virginia University Press is the only university press, and the largest 
publisher of any kind, in the state of West Virginia. A part of West Virginia 
University, we publish books and scholarly journals by authors around the 
world, with a particular emphasis on Appalachian studies, higher education, 
and interdisciplinary books about energy and environment. We also publish 
highly regarded works of fiction and creative nonfiction.

Titles published by West Virginia University Press have received reviews 
and attention in the New York Times, the New York Review of Books, the Atlantic, 
Harper’s, PBS NewsHour, Fresh Air, the Wall Street Journal, Smithsonian, the 
Times Literary Supplement, the Paris Review, the Los Angeles Review of Books, 
Time, Publishers Weekly, Library Journal, Booklist, Kirkus, Vox, Bustle, BuzzFeed, 
and the Chronicle of Higher Education, among many other regional and global 
outlets. You can find our books at bookstores and online retailers.

At West Virginia University Press, we strive to extend and enhance the 
reputation of WVU as a major research institution by publishing the very 
best work in our areas of specialization. Learn more at wvupress.com.

Congratulations to WVU Press’s 
authors on their appearances this 
season in some of the world’s 
leading publications—including 
the New York Times Book Review, 
which reviewed Jim Lewis’s Ghosts 
of New York, and Harper’s, which 
excerpted Anne T. Lawrence’s 
On Dark and Bloody Ground.

Cover illustration by Koko Lee. 
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is a breath of fresh air, a work that the 
public is in dire need of reading. Wide 
and expansive as the land the author calls 
home, this essay collection subverts the 
mainstream’s hyperfocus on white male-
dominated narratives from rural America 
and commands your attention from the  
first page to the last word.”

—Morgan Jerkins, author of This Will Be My  
Undoing: Living at the Intersection of Black, Female, 
and Feminist in (White) America and Caul Baby
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ANOTHER APPALACHIA
Coming Up Queer and Indian in a Mountain Place
Neema Avashia

When Neema Avashia tells people where she’s from, their 
response is nearly always a disbelieving “There are Indian 
people in West Virginia?” A queer Asian American teacher 
and writer, Avashia fits few Appalachian stereotypes. But the 
lessons she learned in childhood about race and class, gender 
and sexuality continue to inform the way she moves through 
the world today: how she loves, how she teaches, how she 
advocates, how she struggles.

Another Appalachia examines both the roots and the res-
onance of Avashia’s identity as a queer desi Appalachian 
woman, while encouraging readers to envision more com-
plex versions of both Appalachia and the nation as a whole. 
With lyric and narrative explorations of foodways, religion, 
sports, standards of beauty, social media, gun culture, and 
more, Another Appalachia mixes nostalgia and humor, sad-
ness and sweetness, personal reflection and universal 
questions.

“An essential text to add to the new canon of Appalachian 
writing—a compassionate and rigorous memoir of the 
author’s experience growing up as a queer Hindu child and 
teenager in a small community of West Virginian Indians. 
Another Appalachia is a bright and deeply empathetic 
portrait of a complicated place, a place that Neema Avashia 
allows to be multifaceted in the way it deserves.”

—Anna Claire Weber, White Whale Bookstore

March 2022 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-42-7 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-43-4 · $19.99

NEEMA AVASHIA was born and 
raised in southern West Virginia 
to parents who immigrated 
to the United States. She has 
been a middle school teacher 
in the Boston Public Schools 
since 2003. Her essays 
have appeared in the Bitter 
Southerner, Catapult, Kenyon 
Review Online, and elsewhere.

MEMOIR
ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES
APPALACHIAN STUDIES
LGBTQ STUDIES

NEW BOOKS

“Neema Avashia, in this book, has named the 
unnamed, spoken the unspoken so that it does 

not become—to paraphrase Adrienne Rich—the 
unspeakable, and she has done so in language that is 
both lyrical and direct, both entertaining and edifying, 

both challenging and generous. I love this book and 
believe it introduces an important voice in America’s 

ongoing racial reckoning.”

—Rahul Mehta, author of No Other World

THE HARLAN 
RENAISSANCE
Stories of Black Life in 
Appalachian Coal Towns

William H. Turner

October 2021 · 352pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-21-2 · $26.99
CL 978-1-952271-20-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-22-9 · $26.99

“A warm and insightful memoir of Black life in 
Appalachia’s coal camps that offers a bounty 
of correctives to the persistent myth that all 
mountain people are white and all poverty is 
self-made.”

—Elizabeth Catte, author of What You Are 
Getting Wrong about Appalachia and 
Pure America: Eugenics and the Making of 
Modern Virginia

PERFECT DIRT
And Other Things I’ve  
Gotten Wrong

Keegan Lester

November 2021 · 272pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-29-8 · $23.99
eBook 978-1-952271-30-4 · $23.99

“In Perfect Dirt, tenderness is so tangible, so 
electric. Keegan Lester is an immensely gifted 
writer. This book will stay with you.”

—Eduardo C. Corral, author of Guillotine

Also of interest



“Lioness is a darkly compelling portrait of an  
artist who evolves into a homegrown ecoterrorist. 

Mark Powell’s brooding, twisty novel is packed with 
a distinctively American, highly explosive mixture 

of religion, art, sexual obsession, mental illness, and 
environmental menace.”

—Tom Perrotta, author of  
Tracy Flick Can’t Win and The Leftovers

THE SECRET LIVES 
OF CHURCH LADIES
Deesha Philyaw

September 2020  
192pp · 4.72x7.48in
PB 978-1-949199-73-4 · $18.99 
eBook 978-1-949199-74-1 · $18.99

“A collection of luminous 
stories populated by deeply 
moving and multifaceted 
characters. . . . Tender, 
fierce, proudly black and 
beautiful, these stories will 
sneak inside you and take 
root.”

—Kirkus Reviews 
(starred review)

GHOSTS OF NEW YORK
Jim Lewis

April 2021 · 300pp · 5.5x8.25in
PB 978-1-949199-96-3 · $22.99
eBook 978-1-949199-97-0 · $22.99

“A wondrous novel, 
with prose that sparkles 
like certain sidewalks 
after rain. . . . That’s it, I 
thought. That’s exactly 
what it’s like to live in  
New York.”

—New York Times  
Book Review

Also of interest

April 2022 · 304pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-44-1 · $21.99
eBook 978-1-952271-45-8 · $21.99

MARK POWELL is the author of 
seven novels and has received 
fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, from 
the Bread Loaf and Sewanee 
Writers’ Conferences, and twice 
from the Fulbright Foundation, 
to Slovakia and Romania. He 
directs the creative writing 
program at Appalachian State 
University. 

FICTION

LIONESS
A Novel
Mark Powell

In the fall of 2018, a bomb goes off at a water-bottling plant 
in the mountains of southwest Virginia, an incident the FBI 
declares an act of ecoterrorism. Arrested at the scene is Chris 
Bright, a mountain hermit with a long history of activism. 
Unaccounted for—and presumed dead—is Mara Wood, an 
installation artist who in the last two years has lost her son 
and left her husband.

But Mara’s estranged husband David cannot quite be-
lieve she is dead, and as he goes about reconstructing the 
story of what happened, he begins to imagine an alter-
nate narrative—one in which their son doesn’t die and his 
wife doesn’t leave him, one in which his wife doesn’t carry 
on a secret relationship with Chris Bright, a man bent on 
fighting back against the environmental despoliation of his 
Appalachian home. Lioness is a page-turning, heart-wrench-
ing examination of extremism: What pushes people to act 
violently, and is that violence ever justified?

“A thriller with quickness and elegance, Lioness asks tough 
questions about our responsibilities to the natural world 
and to one another. In offering no easy answers, it achieves 
something beautiful and haunting. Mark Powell has written 
a gorgeous, enthralling, immensely readable novel that will 
hook you until the very last page.”

—Kayla Rae Whitaker, author of The Animators

“Mark Powell’s Lioness is an immersive rendering of the 
human quest for love and healing amidst a world on fire—a 
fire we have set and cannot tame.”

—Annette Saunooke Clapsaddle, author of Even as We 
Breathe
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2020 National Book Award Finalist, Fiction
2020 Story Prize Winner
2021 PEN/Faulkner Award Winner
2020 LA Times Book Prize:  

Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction Winner
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HUNGRY TOWN
A Novel
Jason Kapcala

One October night in the depressed steel town of Lodi, Ohio, 
two police officers respond to a call about trespassers in the 
derelict Lodi Steel machine shop. A chase through the crum-
bling cathedral of steel columns launches a chain of events 
that will test the officers’ partnership and leave a boy to fend 
for himself in a decaying Rust Belt neighborhood choked by 
joblessness, boredom, and addiction.

On the opposite end of town, a young woman steps 
out of a rust-bucket Grand Marquis into an all-night diner. 
Instead of luggage, she carries mementos: an ankh tattoo 
she inked herself and a wallet-sized photograph of a boy who 
disappeared. She doesn’t realize her ex-boyfriend has hired 
two brothers to track her down and bring her back, by any 
means necessary.

The complex female leads of Hungry Town, with its sharp 
dialogue and poetic sensibility, turn classic noir and cop 
drama tropes on their heads. These morally complicated 
characters weave in and out of each other’s lives, sometimes 
violently, sometimes with surprising compassion.

“A literary page-turner that lends poetry to the forgotten 
town at the heart of this powerful novel, filled to its borders 
with complicated, honest characters who will linger in your 
imagination long after the last page. Part Cormac McCarthy, 
part Tom Drury and Raymond Chandler, Kapcala has created 
a voice all his own that captures his story and its setting 
perfectly.”

—Brian Castleberry, author of Nine Shiny Objects

“A fun read, firmly fixed in the detective/crime novel genre 
but with a nice literary eye for details.”

—Mesha Maren, author of Sugar Run

March 2022 · 288pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-40-3 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-41-0 · $19.99

JASON KAPCALA is the author 
of the short story collection 
North to Lakeville. His writing 
has been nominated for 
numerous prizes, including the 
Pushcart Prize. He grew up in 
northeastern Pennsylvania, 
near the ruins of the Bethlehem 
Steel Works, and now lives 
in northern West Virginia.

FICTION

In Place
May 2022 · 176pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-52-6 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-53-3 · $19.99

CHARLES DODD WHITE is 
the recipient of the Chaffin 
Award and the Appalachian 
Book of the Year Award for his 
fiction. He teaches English at 
Pellissippi State Community 
College in Knoxville, Tennessee.

MEMOIR

A YEAR WITHOUT MONTHS

Charles Dodd White

This collection of fourteen essays by Charles Dodd White—
praised by Silas House as “one of the best prose stylists of 
Appalachian literature”—explores the boundaries of family, 
loss, masculinity, and place. Contemplating the suicides of 
his father, uncle, and son, White meditates on what it means 
to go on when seemingly everything worth living for is lost. 
What he discovers is an intimate connection to the natural 
world, a renewed impulse to understand his troubled family 
history, and a devotion to following the clues that point to the 
possibility of a whole life.

Avoiding easy sentiment and cliché, White’s transforma-
tive language drives toward renewal. A Year without Months 
introduces lively and memorable characters, as the author 
draws on a wide range of emotions to analyze everything, 
including himself.

“White has had to redefine ‘southern man’ beyond guns and 
toughness in order to forge his own identity and in order, 
really, to survive. But this book is also deeply about loss, 
about coming to terms with our own failures, especially as 
parents. There’s a tremendous tenderness and grace here—
for the imperfect dead who have gone on, for the flawed 
family that we still can love, and for the strong yet humble 
self, in all our many mistakes. This is such a beautiful, 
powerful book. Read it and be changed.”

—Jim Minick, author of Fire Is Your Water
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February 2022 · 176pp · 6x9in
CL 978-1-952271-18-2 · $34.99sp
eBook 978-1-952271-19-9 · $34.99
8 images · 2 maps · 5 tables

JOE WILLIAM TROTTER JR. 

is the Giant Eagle University 
Professor of History and Social 
Justice at Carnegie Mellon 
University, a member of the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and author 
of Workers on Arrival: Black 
Labor in the Making of America 
and Pittsburgh and the Urban 
League Movement: A Century 
of Social Service and Activism.

HISTORY
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
APPALACHIAN STUDIES
LABOR

ROGUES IN THE POSTCOLONY
Narrating Extraction and Itinerancy in India
Stacey Balkan

Rogues in the Postcolony is a study of Anglophone Indian 
picaresque novels that dramatize the impacts of extractive 
capitalism and colonial occupation on local communities in 
several Indian states. In this materialist history of develop-
ment on the subcontinent, Stacey Balkan considers works by 
Amitav Ghosh, Indra Sinha, and Aravind Adiga that critique 
violent campaigns of enclosure and dispossession at the hands 
of corporate entities like the English East India Company and 
its many legatees. By foregrounding the intersections among 
landscape ideology, agricultural improvement, extractive 
capitalism, and aesthetic expression, Rogues in the Postcolony 
also attends to the complicity of popular aesthetic forms 
with political and economic policy, as well as the colonial and 
extractivist logics that often frame discussions around the 
so-called Anthropocene epoch.

Bringing together questions about settler-colonial prac-
tices and environmental injustice, Rogues in the Postcolony 
concludes with an investigation of new extractivist frontiers, 
including solar capitalism, and considers the possibility of 
imagining life after extraction on the Indian subcontinent 
and beyond.

“Rogues in the Postcolony is a marvelous study of how 
picaresque novels refract the violent dispossessions and 
rogue freedoms of extractive capitalism in India and 
beyond. In dialogue with cutting-edge conversations in 
environmental and energy humanities, Balkan argues 
convincingly that extraction is a pervasive dynamic within 
post/colonial modernity.”

—Dominic Boyer, author of Energopolitics: Wind and 
Power in the Anthropocene

Histories of Capitalism and  
the Environment
February 2022 · 216pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-36-6 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-35-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-37-3 · $29.99
3 images

STACEY BALKAN is assistant 
professor of English and 
environmental humanities at 
Florida Atlantic University. 
She is coeditor of Oil Fictions: 
World Literature and Our 
Contemporary Petrosphere.

LITERATURE
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL HUMANITIES

AFRICAN AMERICAN WORKERS AND THE 
APPALACHIAN COAL INDUSTRY

Joe William Trotter Jr.

This collection brings together nearly three decades of re-
search on the African American experience, class, and race 
relations in the Appalachian coal industry. It shows how, with 
deep roots in the antebellum era of chattel slavery, West 
Virginia’s Black working class gradually picked up steam 
during the emancipation years following the Civil War and 
dramatically expanded during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries.

From there, African American Workers and the Appalachian 
Coal Industry highlights the decline of the region’s Black 
industrial proletariat under the impact of rapid technologi-
cal, social, and political changes following World War II. It 
underscores how all miners suffered unemployment and 
outmigration from the region as global transformations took 
their toll on the coal industry, but emphasizes the dispro-
portionately painful impact of declining bituminous coal 
production on African American workers, their families, and 
their communities. Joe Trotter not only reiterates the contri-
butions of proletarianization to our knowledge of US labor 
and working-class history but also draws attention to the 
gender limits of studies of Black life that focus on class for-
mation, while calling for new transnational perspectives on 
the subject. Equally important, this volume illuminates the in-
tellectual journey of a noted labor historian with deep family 
roots in the southern Appalachian coalfields.

“A prescient—and deeply personal—exploration of the 
formation and growth of Black working-class communities, 
institutions, social and cultural networks, and political 
movements for reform and liberatory change over time.”

—Clarence Lang, Susan Welch Dean of the College of 
the Liberal Arts and professor of African American 
studies, Penn State University
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TEACHING MATTERS
A Guide for Graduate Students
Aeron Haynie and Stephanie Spong

In a book written directly for graduate students that includes 
graduate student voices and experiences, Aeron Haynie and 
Stephanie Spong establish why good teaching matters and 
offer a guide to helping instructors-in-training create inclusive 
and welcoming classrooms.

Teaching Matters is informed by recent research while 
being grounded in the personal perspectives of current 
and past graduate students in many disciplines. Graduate 
students can use this book independently to prepare to teach 
their courses, or it can be used as a guide for a teaching practi-
cum. With a just-in-time checklist for graduate students who 
are assigned to teach courses right before the semester starts, 
step-by-step directions for writing a compelling teaching 
philosophy, and an emphasis on teaching well regardless of 
modality, Teaching Matters will remain relevant for graduate 
students throughout their careers.

“Empowering graduate students to savor teaching when 
higher education emphasizes research is no mean feat. I 
mentor graduate students from multiple disciplines, and 
this book, from its title to its student-focused chapters, 
resonates closely with my rallying call. Yes, indeed, teaching 
matters, and Haynie and Spong nicely address graduate 
student needs head on, warmly inviting the educators of the 
future to join the teaching commons and let the passion for 
teaching develop and shine unbridled.”

—Regan A. R. Gurung, coauthor of Thriving in Academia: 
Building a Career at a Teaching-Focused Institution

Teaching and Learning in  
Higher Education
June 2022 · 240pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-55-7 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-54-0 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-56-4 · $24.99
7 tables

AERON HAYNIE is executive 
director of the Center for 
Teaching and Learning 
and associate professor of 
English at the University 
of New Mexico.

STEPHANIE SPONG is an 
associate director for the 
Center for Teaching and 
Learning and affiliated 
faculty with the department 
of organization, information, 
and learning sciences at the 
University of New Mexico.

HIGHER EDUCATION

REMEMBERING AND FORGETTING  
IN THE AGE OF TECHNOLOGY
Teaching, Learning, and the Science  
of Memory in a Wired World
Michelle D. Miller

Human minds are made of memories, and today those 
memories have competition. Biological memory capacities 
are being supplanted, or at least supplemented, by digital 
ones, as we rely on recording—phone cameras, digital video, 
speech-to-text—to capture information we’ll need in the 
future and then rely on those stored recordings to know what 
happened in the past. Search engines have taken over not only 
traditional reference materials but also the knowledge base 
that used to be encoded in our own brains. Google remem-
bers, so we don’t have to. And when we don’t have to, we no 
longer can. Or can we?

Remembering and Forgetting in the Age of Technology offers 
concise, nontechnical explanations of major principles of 
memory and attention—concepts that all teachers should 
know and that can inform how technology is used in their 
classes. Teachers will come away with a new appreciation 
of the importance of memory for learning, useful ideas for 
handling and discussing technology with their students, and 
an understanding of how memory is changing in our tech-
nology-saturated world.

“This is the book we need: a clear, lively, and authoritative 
examination of technology, memory, and learning—
perhaps the most critical subjects in all of higher education 
right now.”

—Kevin Gannon, author of Radical Hope: A Teaching 
Manifesto

Teaching and Learning in  
Higher Education
April 2022 · 288pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-47-2 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-46-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-48-9 · $24.99

MICHELLE D. MILLER is a 
professor of psychological 
sciences and President’s 
Distinguished Teaching 
Fellow at Northern Arizona 
University. She is the author 
of Minds Online: Teaching 
Effectively with Technology.

HIGHER EDUCATION
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RADICAL HOPE
A Teaching Manifesto

Kevin M. Gannon

April 2020 · 180pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-51-2 · $19.99
CL 978-1-949199-50-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-52-9 · $19.99

“This work isn’t about reform, but transform-
ation, and Gannon’s book pushes us in the right 
direction.”

—José Luis Vilson, author of This Is Not  
a Test

UNGRADING
Why Rating Students 
Undermines Learning (and 
What to Do Instead)

Edited by Susan D. Blum
With a foreword by Alfie Kohn

December 2020 · 274pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-949199-82-6 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-81-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-83-3 · $26.99

“I love this book. It undermines the mythology 
around grading, helping us understand that (a) 
grading is a construction, and a relatively recent 
one at that, and (b) we’d be better off without it—
as would our students.”

—Paul Hanstedt, author of Creating  
Wicked Students

SKIM, DIVE, SURFACE
Teaching Digital Reading

Jenae Cohn

June 2021 · 288pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-04-5 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-03-8 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-05-2 · $24.99

“An important, accessible contribution to 
conversations about digital reading.”

—Ellen Carillo, author of MLA Guide  
to Digital Literacy

MINDING BODIES
How Physical Space, 
Sensation, and Movement 
Affect Learning

Susan Hrach

May 2021 · 204pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-99-4 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-98-7 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-00-7 · $24.99

“A timely and necessary intervention that 
questions our long-held assumptions about 
sedentary teaching and learning.”

—Vybarr Cregan-Reid, author of Primate 
Change

GEEKY PEDAGOGY
A Guide for Intellectuals, Introverts, and 
Nerds Who Want to Be Effective Teachers
Jessamyn Neuhaus
September 2019 · 264pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-06-2 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-05-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-07-9 · $26.99

HOW HUMANS LEARN
The Science and Stories behind Effective 
College Teaching
Joshua R. Eyler
December 2018 · 312pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-946684-64-6 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-65-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-66-0 · $24.99

TEACHING ABOUT RACE AND RACISM IN 
THE COLLEGE CLASSROOM
Notes from a White Professor
Cyndi Kernahan
December 2019 · 228pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-24-6 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-23-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-25-3 · $24.99

INTENTIONAL TECH
Principles to Guide the Use of Educational 
Technology in College Teaching
Derek Bruff
November 2019 · 240pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-16-1 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-15-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-17-8 · $24.99

REACH EVERYONE, TEACH EVERYONE
Universal Design for Learning in  
Higher Education
Thomas J. Tobin and Kirsten T. Behling
November 2018 · 312pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-60-8 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-59-2 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-61-5 · $26.99

MEANINGFUL GRADING
A Guide for Faculty in the Arts
Natasha Haugnes, Hoag Holmgren, and 
Martin Springborg
August 2018 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-946684-49-3 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-48-6 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-50-9 · $26.99

TEACHING THE LITERATURE  
SURVEY COURSE
New Strategies for College Faculty
Edited by Gwynn Dujardin, James M. Lang, 
and John A. Staunton
January 2018 · 276pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-946684-09-7 · $28.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-08-0 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-10-3 · $28.99

THE SPARK OF LEARNING
Energizing the College Classroom  
with the Science of Emotion
Sarah Rose Cavanagh
October 2016 · 256pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-943665-33-4 · $22.99sp
CL 978-1-943665-32-7 · $79.99s
eBook 978-1-943665-34-1 · $22.99

Recent Highlights in Higher Education
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FATHERLESS
A Memoir
Keith Maillard
October 2019 · 240pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-13-0 · $23.99
eBook 978-1-949199-14-7 · $23.99

FAR FLUNG
Improvisations on National Parks, Driving to 
Russia, Not Marrying a Ranger, the Language 
of Heartbreak, and Other Natural Disasters
Cassandra Kircher
May 2019 · 168pp · 5x7in
PB 978-1-946684-94-3 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-946684-95-0 · $19.99

LOWEST WHITE BOY
Greg Bottoms
May 2019 · 168pp · 6.5x6.5in
PB 978-1-946684-96-7 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-946684-97-4 · $19.99

FIERCE AND DELICATE
Essays on Dance and Illness
Renée K. Nicholson
May 2021 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-01-4 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-02-1 · $19.99

THIS WAY BACK
Joanna Eleftheriou
October 2020 · 264pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-66-6 · $23.99
eBook 978-1-949199-67-3 · $23.99 

THE PAINTED FOREST
Krista Eastman
October 2019 · 144pp · 5x7in
PB 978-1-949199-19-2 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-949199-20-8 · $19.99

A PLACE REMOTE
Stories
Gwen Goodkin
September 2020 · 180pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-61-1 · $18.99
eBook 978-1-949199-62-8 · $18.99

LIKE LIGHT, LIKE MUSIC
Lana K. W. Austin
August 2020 · 300pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-57-4 · $21.99
eBook 978-1-949199-58-1 · $21.99

HILLBILLY HUSTLE
Wesley Browne
March 2020 · 264pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-28-4 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-949199-29-1 · $19.99

AMERICAN GRIEF IN FOUR STAGES
Stories
Sadie Hoagland
November 2019 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-21-5 · $18.99
eBook 978-1-949199-22-2 · $18.99

MOUNTAINS PILED UPON MOUNTAINS
Appalachian Nature Writing in the 
Anthropocene
Edited by Jessica Cory
August 2019 · 360pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-90-5 · $27.99
eBook 978-1-946684-91-2 · $27.99

LGBTQ FICTION AND POETRY
FROM APPALACHIA
Edited by Jeff Mann and Julia Watts
April 2019 · 288pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-92-9 · $29.99
eBook 978-1-946684-93-6 · $29.99

2021 Colorado Book Awards 
Finalist, Literary Fiction

ST. CHRISTOPHER ON 
PLUTO

Nancy McKinley

February 2020 · 228pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-26-0 · $18.99
eBook 978-1-949199-27-7 · $18.99

“Like the best comic fiction, it’s constructed out 
of insider social observations that sting as much 
as they amuse.”

—Maureen Corrigan, Fresh Air

SLOW FUSE OF THE 
POSSIBLE
A Memoir of Poetry and 
Psychoanalysis

Kate Daniels

January 2022 · 216pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-38-0 · $21.99
eBook 978-1-952271-39-7 · $21.99

“An unlikely, original, and successful book, a 
compellingly personal and brave study of poetry 
and psychoanalysis. . . . Slow Fuse is a book of 
burning soulfulness.”

—Edward Hirsch, author of 100 Poems to 
Break Your Heart

WORKING IT OFF IN 
LABOR COUNTY
Stories

Larry D. Thacker

February 2021 · 228pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-59-8 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-949199-60-4 · $19.99

“A rollicking portrayal of small-town Kentucky 
life . . . unified by strong narrative drive and well-
crafted prose. Fans of George Singleton will love 
this.”

—Publishers Weekly

Recent Highlights in Fiction and Literary Nonfiction

AMERICAN VAUDEVILLE

Geoffrey Hilsabeck 
With a foreword  
by Luc Sante

July 2021 · 160pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-06-9 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-07-6 · $19.99

“Hilsabeck is intuitive, canny, penetrating, 
and wise, and he has absorbed and can play all 
the tones in the vast calliope of the American 
language.”

—from the foreword by Luc Sante
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16 RECENT TITLES

PAST TITAN ROCK
Journeys into an  
Appalachian Valley

Ellesa Clay High 
With a foreword by  
Travis D. Stimeling

September 2021 · 224pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-17-5 · $22.99s

“Welcome and valuable.”

—Oral History Review

A UNION FOR 
APPALACHIAN 
HEALTHCARE WORKERS
The Radical Roots and Hard 
Fights of Local 1199

John Hennen

November 2021 · 288pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-24-3 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-23-6 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-25-0 · $29.99

“John Hennen tells this inspiring story in a way 
that speaks directly to our current moment, 
when a long era of declining union power may be 
coming to an end.”

—Eric Foner, Columbia University

ROCK CLIMBING IN 
KENTUCKY’S RED RIVER 
GORGE
An Oral History of 
Community, Resources,  
and Tourism

James N. Maples 

September 2021 · 248pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-15-1 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-14-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-16-8 · $26.99

“Well-written, accessible, and succinct. 
Historians, Kentuckians, scholars, and dirtbags 
alike will find this volume illuminating.”

—Kristi McLeod Fondren, author of  
Walking on the Wild Side: Long-Distance 
Hiking on the Appalachian Trail

ON DARK AND BLOODY 
GROUND
An Oral History of the West 
Virginia Mine Wars

Anne T. Lawrence
With a foreword by  
Catherine Venable Moore

August 2021 · 176pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-952271-09-0 · $22.99
CL 978-1-952271-08-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-10-6 · $22.99

“Long overdue. It is a pleasure to read, and it 
captures the voices of the coalfields in a way that 
is unlike any of the other accounts.”

—Lou Martin, Chatham University

SO MUCH TO BE ANGRY ABOUT
Appalachian Movement Press and Radical 
DIY Publishing, 1969–1979
Shaun Slifer
March 2021 · 256pp · 7.5x9.25in
PB 978-1-949199-94-9 · $32.99
CL 978-1-949199-93-2 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-95-6 · $32.99

THE ROAD TO BLAIR MOUNTAIN
Saving a Mine Wars Battlefield  
from King Coal
Charles B. Keeney
January 2021 · 300pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-85-7 · $27.99
CL 978-1-949199-84-0 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-86-4 · $27.99

2020 American Book Award: Walter & Lillian 
Lowenfels Criticism Award

Weatherford Award, Nonfiction
APPALACHIAN RECKONING
A Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy
Edited by Anthony Harkins and 
Meredith McCarroll
March 2019 · 432pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-79-0 · $28.99
CL 978-1-946684-78-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-80-6 · $28.99

REMAKING APPALACHIA
Ecosocialism, Ecofeminism, and Law
Nicholas F. Stump
April 2021 · 288pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-91-8 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-949199-90-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-92-5 · $29.99

Weatherford Award, Nonfiction
I’M AFRAID OF THAT WATER
A Collaborative Ethnography of a  
West Virginia Water Crisis
Edited by Luke Eric Lassiter, Brian A. Hoey, 
and Elizabeth Campbell
April 2020 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-37-6 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-36-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-38-3 · $29.99

THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC AND US CULTURE
Expression, Art, and Politics
in an Age of Addiction
Edited by Travis D. Stimeling
December 2020 · 300pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-71-0 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-70-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-72-7 · $29.99

APPALACHIAN ENGLISHES
IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
Edited by Kirk Hazen
September 2020 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-55-0 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-54-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-56-7 · $29.99

STORYTELLING IN  
QUEER APPALACHIA
Imagining and Writing the  
Unspeakable Other
Edited by Hillery Glasby, Sherrie Gradin,  
and Rachael Ryerson
July 2020 · 228pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-48-2 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-47-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-49-9 · $29.99

Recent Highlights in Appalachian Studies
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NEW BOOKS

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE, 
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, 
MINISTERIAL TRAVELS, 
AND LABOURS OF  
MRS. ELAW
Zilpha Elaw 
Edited by Kimberly D. 
Blockett

December 2021 · 264pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-27-4 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-26-7 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-28-1 · $29.99

“Outstanding. Kimberly Blockett’s edition 
of Zilpha Elaw’s memoirs will become the 
authoritative edition of this text and the best 
biographical treatment of Elaw.”

—John Ernest, University of Delaware

ENGAGING THE ATOM
The History of Nuclear Energy 
and Society in Europe from 
the 1950s to the Present

Edited by Arne Kaijser, 
Markku Lehtonen, Jan-Henrik 
Meyer, and Mar Rubio-Varas

December 2021 · 336pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-32-8 · $34.99s
CL 978-1-952271-31-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-33-5 · $34.99

“This well-researched, clearly structured, and 
soundly argued book is a long-overdue historical 
reflection on the development of nuclear power 
and its interactions with civil society.”

—Maria Rosaria Di Nucci, Freie  
Universität Berlin

CANNEL COAL OIL DAYS
A Novel

Theophile Maher 
Edited by Edward Watts

August 2021 · 216pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-12-0 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-11-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-13-7 · $29.99

“An artifact of great interest to scholars working 
in environmental and energy humanities spaces.”

—Matthew S. Henry, University of Wyoming 

BEYOND POPULISM
Angry Politics and the Twilight
of Neoliberalism
Edited by Jeff Maskovsky 
and Sophie Bjork-James
February 2020 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-46-8 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-45-1 · $99.99s

GEOGRAPHY’S QUANTITATIVE
REVOLUTIONS
Edward A. Ackerman and the  
Cold War Origins of Big Data
Elvin Wyly
November 2019 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-09-3 · $22.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-08-6 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-10-9 · $22.99

THE BLACK BUTTERFLY
Brazilian Slavery and the Literary 
Imagination
Marcus Wood
October 2019 · 360pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-03-1 · $32.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-02-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-04-8 · $32.99

APPOINTED
An American Novel
William H. Anderson and Walter H. Stowers 
Edited by Eric Gardner and Bryan Sinche
September 2019 · 348pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-00-0 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-946684-39-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-01-7 · $29.99

TRANSPORTATION AND THE CULTURE OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE
Accelerating Ride to Global Crisis
Edited by Tatiana Prorokova-Konrad
October 2020 · 288pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-64-2 · $32.99s
CL 978-1-949199-63-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-65-9 · $32.99

FAMINE IN THE REMAKING
Food System Change and Mass Starvation in 
Hawaii, Madagascar, and Cambodia
Stian Rice
April 2020 · 264pp · 7x10in
PB 978-1-949199-34-5 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-33-8 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-35-2 · $29.99

RED HARVESTS
Agrarian Capitalism and Genocide in 
Democratic Kampuchea
James A. Tyner
February 2021 · 180pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-79-6 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-949199-78-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-80-2 · $29.99

THE POLITICAL ECOLOGY OF EDUCATION
Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement and 
the Politics of Knowledge
David Meek
November 2020 · 252pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-76-5 · $28.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-75-8 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-77-2 · $28.99

Recent Scholarly Highlights

FEMINIST GEOGRAPHY 
UNBOUND
Discomfort, Bodies, and 
Prefigured Futures

Edited by Banu Gökarıksel, 
Michael Hawkins, 
Christopher Neubert, and 
Sara Smith

March 2021 · 324pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-88-8 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-87-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-89-5 · $29.99

“Feminist Geography Unbound is a must-read  
for students and scholars interested in the 
diversity of feminist geographic thought, action, 
and activism.”

—Jennifer L. Fluri, coauthor of The Carpet-
baggers of Kabul and Other American- 
Afghan Entanglements
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West Virginia University Press
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Thanks for the supportive words about WVU Press, Deesha Philyaw’s breakout hit, and the 
promise and possibility of university press publishing—and thanks to everyone who has 
helped celebrate our story!

WVUPRESS.COM

“University and independent  
publishers, operating outside the  
New York–centric Big Five model, create 
opportunities for writers to get their work 
out. For instance, West Virginia University 
Press published one of last year’s biggest 
literary successes.”

Jennifer Howard,  
Los Angeles Review of Books

“When those accolades 
went to Deesha Philyaw’s The 
Secret Lives of Church Ladies—

an intimate, vulnerable, and 
finely wrought collection that 
places at its center the drives 
and desires of Black women—

they did more than make its 
author a literary force to be 

reckoned with. They also put 
her publisher, West Virginia 

University Press, on the map as 
a new publishing heavyweight.”

Rachel Toor,
Chronicle  
of Higher  
Education

“After the great success that 
Deesha Philyaw had publishing 
The Secret Lives of Church 
Ladies with West Virginia 
University Press, we all ought 
to give more attention and love 
to university presses.”

Walton Muyumba,  
Poets & Writers

“One deliriously wonderful  
publishing story.”

Anne Trubek,  
Notes from a Small Press

“There is no better publishing 
story this year.”

John Warner,  
Chicago Tribune
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