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About West Virginia University Press
West Virginia University Press is the only university press, and the largest 
publisher of any kind, in the state of West Virginia. A part of West Virginia 
University, we publish books and scholarly journals by authors around the 
world, with a particular emphasis on Appalachian studies, higher education, 
and interdisciplinary books about energy and environment. We also publish 
highly regarded works of fiction and creative nonfiction.

Titles published by West Virginia University Press have received reviews 
and attention in the New York Times, the New York Review of Books, the Atlantic, 
Harper’s, PBS NewsHour, Fresh Air, the Wall Street Journal, Smithsonian, the 
Times Literary Supplement, the Paris Review, the Los Angeles Review of Books, 
Time, Publishers Weekly, Library Journal, Booklist, Kirkus, Vox, Bustle, BuzzFeed, 
and the Chronicle of Higher Education, among many other regional and global 
outlets. You can find our books at bookstores and online retailers.

At West Virginia University Press, we strive to extend and enhance the 
reputation of WVU as a major research institution by publishing the very best 
work in our areas of specialization. Learn more at wvupress.com.

In a season dense with highlights,  
we were particularly proud to see  
West Virginia University Press profiled 
in Publishers Weekly alongside our 
friends at Ohio State University Press—
two small university presses that each 
had the big achievement of publishing 
a National Book Award finalist. Find 
the piece online, and learn more about 
Deesha Philyaw’s remarkable book 
on pages 12 and 20 of this catalog.

Cover art by Emily Sokolosky 
Co-owner, Base Camp Printing 
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THE HARLAN RENAISSANCE
Stories of Black Life in Appalachian Coal Towns
William H. Turner

The Harlan Renaissance is an intimate remembrance of kinship 
and community in eastern Kentucky’s coal towns written by 
one of the luminaries of Appalachian studies, William Turner. 
Turner reconstructs Black life in the company towns in and 
around Harlan County during coal’s final postwar boom 
years, which built toward an enduring bust as the children 
of Black miners, like the author, left the region in search of 
better opportunities.

The Harlan Renaissance invites readers into what might 
be an unfamiliar Appalachia: one studded by large and vi-
brant Black communities, where families took the pulse of 
the nation through magazines like Jet and Ebony and through 
the news that traveled within Black churches, schools, and 
restaurants. Difficult choices for the future were made as 
parents considered the unpredictable nature of Appalachia’s 
economic realities alongside the unpredictable nature of a 
national movement toward civil rights.

Unfolding through layers of sociological insight and oral 
history, The Harlan Renaissance centers the sympathetic per-
spectives and critical eye of a master narrator of Black life.

“A warm and insightful memoir of Black life in Appalachia’s 
coal camps that offers a bounty of correctives to the persis-
tent myth that all mountain people are white and all poverty 
is self-made.”

—Elizabeth Catte, author of What You Are Getting Wrong  
About Appalachia and Pure America: Eugenics and the 
Making of Modern Virginia

October 2021 · 352pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-21-2 · $26.99
CL 978-1-952271-20-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-22-9 · $26.99
30 images

WILLIAM H. TURNER is a 
sociologist now based near 
Houston, Texas. He received 
a lifetime of service award 
from the Appalachian 
Studies Association in 2009, 
which joined other career 
highlights that include 
induction into the Kentucky 
Civil Rights Hall of Fame.

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
APPALACHIAN STUDIES
MEMOIR
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AND OTHER THINGS I'VE GOTTEN WRONG

KEEGAN LESTER

PERFECT DIRT
And Other Things I've Gotten Wrong
Keegan Lester

Words have meaning and meaning evolves over time. In 
Perfect Dirt, Keegan Lester drags us through his failure to 
grasp the meaning that always seems to be just beyond his 
fingertips. These lyrical vignettes depict a lifelong search for 
home, identity, and the language to say the things we wish 
we could tell people in the moment.

Born in Southern California to parents who had migrated 
from West Virginia and South Florida, Lester spent summers 
with his grandparents in Morgantown, which instilled a deep 
anchor of place that continued to call to him, an Appalachian 
at heart even while living in New York City as a poet. As small 
successes started to come his way—a book and numerous 
tours—so did crises. Lester’s father, meanwhile, experi-
encing his own life crisis, embarked on a journey to sail the 
Caribbean. Both end up lost.

Part memoir, part tour diary, part homage to the places 
and people who have made him who he is, Perfect Dirt digs 
into the sometimes painful, sometimes jubilant questions 
of identity and success. This is a book searching to better 
understand the world and our place in it, the family we’re 
born into, and the family we make along the way.

“In Perfect Dirt, tenderness is so tangible, so electric.  
Keegan Lester is an immensely gifted writer. This book  
will stay with you.” 

—Eduardo C. Corral, author of Guillotine

“Keegan Lester’s writing and storytelling about West 
Virginia and its people feel how West Virginia’s landscape 
feels to me—like I’m being hugged and protected. Perfect 
Dirt reminds us that we can love a place and still be critical 
when it’s done out of love and tenderness. This book has 
brought me back home in the best ways, with a newer,  
more open heart, mind, and body.”

—Steven Dunn, author of water & power

November 2021 · 272pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-29-8 · $23.99
eBook 978-1-952271-30-4 · $23.99

KEEGAN LESTER is the author of 
this shouldn’t be beautiful but it 
was and it was all i had so i drew 
it, selected by Mary Ruefle for 
the 2016 Slope Editions Book 
Prize. His writing has been 
published in Ploughshares, the 
Boston Review, Cutbank, Hobart, 
and Vol. 1 Brooklyn among others. 
He lives in New York City.
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SLOW FUSE OF THE POSSIBLE
A Memoir of Poetry and Psychoanalysis
Kate Daniels

Slow Fuse of the Possible is a poet’s narrative of a troubled 
psychoanalysis. It is also a commanding meditation on the 
powers of language, for good and for ill.

From the beginning of their time together, it is clear that 
the enigmatic analyst and Daniels are not a good match, yet 
both are determined to continue their work—the former in 
nearly complete silence, and the latter as best she can with 
the tools at her disposal: careful attention to language, deep 
reading, and literary imagination. Throughout, the story is 
filtered through the mind of Emily Dickinson, whose poetry 
Daniels uses as a fulcrum for the interpretation of her own 
experience. The book is saturated with Dickinson’s verse, 
and Dickinson is an increasingly haunting presence as crises 
emerge and the author unravels.

This compelling lyric memoir, so richly steeped in all 
facets of language and the literary, allows readers a glimpse 
into the mind of a renowned poet, revealing the dazzling and 
anguished connections between poetry and psychoanalysis.

“Kate Daniels has transformed a painfully failed 
analysis into an unlikely, original, and successful book, 
a compellingly personal and brave study of poetry and 
psychoanalysis, her interrelated passions, which she treats 
with a mixture of wry poignance and deep devotion. Slow 
Fuse is a book of burning soulfulness.”

—Edward Hirsch, author of 100 Poems to Break Your Heart

“A searching, scorching account of psyche, psychoanalysis, 
and life. Through Kate Daniels we appreciate the gift of 
poetic creation in the midst of destructive moments.”

—Michael Eigen, author of The Challenge of Being 
Human, The Sensitive Self, and Contact with the Depths

January 2022 · 216pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-38-0 · $21.99
eBook 978-1-952271-39-7 · $21.99

KATE DANIELS is the author 
of six poetry collections, 
including In the Months of 
My Son’s Recovery. A former 
Guggenheim Fellow, she is 
the Edwin Mims Professor of 
English at Vanderbilt University. 
She teaches writing at the 
Washington-Baltimore Center 
for Psychoanalysis and is a 
former poet in residence at Duke 
Medical and Vanderbilt Medical.

MEMOIR
LITERARY CRITICISM
PSYCHIATRY
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August 2021 · 176pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-952271-09-0 · $22.99
CL 978-1-952271-08-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-10-6 · $22.99
4 images · 3 maps

ANNE T. LAWRENCE is professor 
of management emerita at 
San José State University. She 
currently serves as chair of the 
Case Research Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization that 
provides fellowships to early-
career scholars for training in 
case research and teaching.
 
CATHERINE VENABLE MOORE 
is a nationally published 
nonfiction writer and cofounder 
of several public history 
projects, including the West 
Virginia Mine Wars Museum. 
She is currently at work on a 
book about the mine wars.

HISTORY
LABOR
APPALACHIAN STUDIES

ON DARK AND BLOODY GROUND
An Oral History of the West Virginia Mine Wars
Anne T. Lawrence
With a foreword by Catherine Venable Moore

In 1972 Anne Lawrence came to West Virginia at the invi-
tation of the Miners for Democracy movement to conduct 
interviews with participants in, and observers of, the Battle 
of Blair Mountain and other Appalachian mine wars of the 
1920s and ’30s. The set of oral histories she collected—the 
only document of its kind—circulated for many years as an 
informal typescript volume, acquiring an almost legendary 
status among those intrigued by the subject. Key selections 
from it appear here for the first time as a published book, 
supplemented with introductory material, maps, and photo-
graphs. The volume’s vivid, conversational mode invites 
readers into miners’ lived experiences and helps us under-
stand why they took up arms to fight anti-union forces in 
some of the nation’s largest labor uprisings.

Published to coincide with the celebration of the Blair 
Mountain centennial in 2021, On Dark and Bloody Ground 
includes a preface by public historian Catherine Venable 
Moore and an afterword by Cecil E. Roberts of the United 
Mine Workers of America.

“The publication of On Dark and Bloody Ground is a 
tremendous addition to the literature on the West Virginia 
Mine Wars and is long overdue. It is a pleasure to read, and 
it captures the voices of the coalfields in a way that is unlike 
any of the other accounts.”

—Lou Martin, Chatham University

“When I read this book, I was blown away. . . . It is so 
important to keep our history alive and that is what this 
book does.”

—from the afterword by Cecil E. Roberts, president, 
United Mine Workers of America International

WVUPRESS.COM

THE ROAD TO BLAIR MOUNTAIN
Saving a Mine Wars Battlefield from King Coal
Charles B. Keeney

January 2021 · 300pp · 5x8in  ·  PB 978-1-949199-85-7 · $27.99 
CL 978-1-949199-84-0 · $99.99s · eBook 978-1-949199-86-4 · $27.99 

“Keeney delivers a riveting and propulsive story about a nine-
year battle to save sacred ground that was the site of the largest 
labor uprising in American history. He unveils a powerful 
playbook on successful activism that will inspire countless others 
for generations to come.”

—Eric Eyre, Pulitzer Prize winner and author of Death in Mud 
Lick: A Coal Country Fight against the Drug Companies That 
Delivered the Opioid Epidemic

NEVER JUSTICE, NEVER PEACE
Mother Jones and the Miner Rebellion at  
Paint and Cabin Creeks
Lon Kelly Savage and Ginny Savage Ayers
With an introduction by Lou Martin

September 2018 · 360pp · 6x9in · PB 978-1-946684-37-0 · $27.99
eBook 978-1-946684-38-7 · $27.99

“A real page-turner. Especially compelling is their insight into 
Mother Jones, that human detonator in constant search of 
dynamite.”

—John Sayles

The hundredth anniversary of the Battle of Blair Mountain  
will be commemorated in Appalachia and around the world throughout 2021, with a special slate of  

events scheduled for Labor Day weekend. On September 4, West Virginia University Press will join with the 

West Virginia Mine Wars Museum, the West Virginia University Humanities Center, and Taylor Books to 

celebrate “New Books about the Mine Wars,” with authors Anne T. Lawrence, Catherine Venable Moore, 

Charles B. Keeney, and Ginny Savage Ayers. Learn more at www.blair100.com.

NEW BOOKS
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ROCK CLIMBING IN KENTUCKY’S RED RIVER GORGE
An Oral History of Community, Resources, and Tourism
James N. Maples

Rock Climbing in Kentucky’s Red River Gorge documents, for the 
first time, fifty years of oral history from this famous climbing 
community. Through extensive interviews, Maples recon-
structs the growth of rock climbing in the region—including 
a twice-failed dam project, mysterious first routes, unauthor-
ized sport-route growth on public lands, and a controversial 
archaeological dig. The book details five decades of col-
laborations to secure ongoing access to some of the world’s 
most beautiful and technically demanding routes and the 
challenges along the way.

More than a recounting of the past, however, Rock 
Climbing in Kentucky’s Red River Gorge uses the region’s extra-
ordinary history to argue that climbing has the potential to 
be a valuable source of sustainable economic activity in 
rural areas throughout Appalachia today and in the years 
to come. The book concludes by offering policy recom-
mendations and lessons learned about building beneficial 
partnerships among climbers, local communities, and public 
land managers to encourage community development and 
ecotourism alongside preservation.

“Well-written, accessible, and succinct. Historians, 
Kentuckians, scholars, and dirtbags alike will find this 
volume illuminating.” 

—Kristi McLeod Fondren, author of Walking on the Wild 
Side: Long-Distance Hiking on the Appalachian Trail

“Unfolds a rich tapestry of climbing history in the Red. . . . 
Despite how isolated and insulated some of the crags and 
hollers of this region can seem, this book highlights the 
connections that weave through the Red as it has changed 
and will continue to change with time.”

—Jillian Rickly, University of Nottingham

September 2021 · 248pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-15-1 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-14-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-16-8 · $26.99

JAMES N. MAPLES is director 
of the Division for Regional 
Economic Assessment and 
Modeling and associate 
professor of sociology at 
Eastern Kentucky University. 
His work examines the 
economic and environmental 
impacts of outdoor recreation 
and sustainable tourism.

APPALACHIAN STUDIES
SPORTS
HISTORY
SOCIOLOGY

West Virginia and Appalachia Series
November 2021 · 288pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-24-3 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-23-6 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-25-0 · $29.99
6 images

JOHN HENNEN taught history 
for over thirty years, including 
two decades at Morehead State 
University, where he is emeritus 
professor of history. He is the 
author of The Americanization of 
West Virginia: Creating a Modern 
Industrial State, 1916–1925.

APPALACHIAN STUDIES
HISTORY
LABOR

A UNION FOR APPALACHIAN HEALTHCARE WORKERS
The Radical Roots and Hard Fights of Local 1199
John Hennen

The union of hospital workers usually referred to as the 
1199 sits at the intersection of three of the most important 
topics in US history: organized labor, health care, and civil 
rights. John Hennen’s book explores the union’s history in 
Appalachia, a region that is generally associated with extrac-
tive industries but has seen health care grow as a share of 
the overall economy. 

With a multiracial, largely female, and notably militant 
membership, 1199 was at labor’s vanguard in the 1970s, and  
Hennen traces its efforts in hospitals, nursing homes, and 
healthcare centers in West Virginia, eastern Kentucky,  
and Appalachian Ohio. He places these stories of mainly 
low-wage women workers within the framework of shake-
ups in the late industrial and early postindustrial United 
States, relying in part on the words of Local 1199 workers 
and organizers themselves. Both a sophisticated account 
of an overlooked aspect of Appalachia’s labor history and 
a key piece of context for Americans’ current concern with 
the status of “essential workers,” Hennen’s book is a timely 
contribution to the fields of history and Appalachian studies 
and to the study of social movements.

“Hennen’s engagingly told and well-researched study is a 
valuable contribution to both American labor history and 
Appalachian studies.”

—Gordon Simmons, president, West Virginia Labor 
History Association

NEW BOOKSNEW BOOKS
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PAST TITAN ROCK
Journeys into an Appalachian Valley
Ellesa Clay High
With a foreword by Travis D. Stimeling

Past Titan Rock, a winner of the Appalachian Award for 
Literature, is available in a new edition as part of the series 
Sounding Appalachia, with an introduction by series editor 
Travis D. Stimeling.

In 1977 Ellesa Clay High thought she would spend an 
afternoon interviewing Lily May Ledford, best known as 
the lead performer of an all-female string band that began 
playing on the radio in the 1930s. That meeting began an 
unexpected journey leading into the mountains of eastern 
Kentucky and a hundred years into the past. Set in Red River 
Gorge, an area of steep ridges and box canyons, Past Titan 
Rock is a multigenre, multivocal re-creation of life in that 
region. With Ledford’s guidance, High traveled and lived in 
the gorge, visiting with people who could remember life there 
before the Works Progress Administration built roads across 
the ridges and into the valleys during the New Deal. What 
emerges through a unique combination of personal essay, 
oral history, and short fiction is a portrait of a mountain cul-
ture rich in custom, oral tradition, and song. Past Titan Rock 
demonstrates the depth of community ties in the Red River 
Gorge and raises important questions about how to resist 
destructive forces today.

“Welcome and valuable.”

—Oral History Review

“A remarkable book.”

—Journal of American Folklore

Sounding Appalachia Series
September 2021 · 224pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-17-5 · $22.99s
12 images

ELLESA CLAY HIGH is an 
associate professor emerita 
of English at West Virginia 
University, where she taught 
Appalachian literature, Native 
American literature, and 
creative writing for over thirty 
years. Her poetry, fiction, 
creative nonfiction, and 
scholarship have appeared 
in numerous collections, 
journals, and magazines.

APPALACHIAN STUDIES

Regenerations Series
December 2021 · 264pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-27-4 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-26-7 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-28-1 · $29.99
15 images · 2 maps

KIMBERLY D. BLOCKETT is 
associate professor of English 
at Penn State Brandywine. 
Her publications appear 
in the Cambridge History of 
African American Literature, 
MLA Approaches to Teaching 
Hurston, MELUS, African 
American Review, and Legacy.

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
LITERARY STUDIES
HISTORY

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE, RELIGIOUS  
EXPERIENCE, MINISTERIAL TRAVELS, AND  
LABOURS OF MRS. ELAW

Zilpha Elaw
Edited by Kimberly D. Blockett

As a young Black orphan indentured to a Quaker family in 
Bristol, Pennsylvania, Zilpha Elaw (c. 1793–1873) decided to 
join the upstart Methodists in 1808. She preached her first 
sermon a decade later, ignoring her husband and the many 
church leaders, clergy, and laity who tried to silence her. 
Elaw’s memoir chronicles the first twenty years of her forty-
year itinerant ministry during massive Protestant revivalism 
in the United States and England.

Elaw preached from Maine to Virginia, attracting multi-
racial and multidenominational audiences that included 
powerful men, wealthy White women, poor families, and 
enslaved communities. She moved from Bristol to Burlington, 
New Jersey, then to Nantucket, Massachusetts, and finally, 
in 1840, to London’s East End. In England, Elaw’s celebrity 
expanded, and at least twice she drew crowds so large they 
caused human stampedes and multiple injuries.

Blockett’s introduction and extensive annotations draw 
on newly unearthed information about the entirety of Elaw’s 
evangelism to provide context for this remarkable story of 
an antebellum Black woman’s personal and professional 
mobility.

“Outstanding. Kimberly Blockett’s edition of Zilpha Elaw’s 
memoirs will become the authoritative edition of this text 
and the best biographical treatment of Elaw.”

—John Ernest, University of Delaware

NEW BOOKSNEW BOOKS
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ENGAGING THE ATOM
The History of Nuclear Energy and Society in Europe 
from the 1950s to the Present
Edited by Arne Kaijser, Markku Lehtonen,  
Jan-Henrik Meyer, and Mar Rubio-Varas

With the aim of overcoming the disciplinary and national 
fragmentation that characterizes much research on nuclear 
energy, Engaging the Atom brings together specialists from 
a variety of fields to analyze comparative case studies 
across Europe and the United States. It explores evolving 
relationships between society and the nuclear sector from 
the origins of civilian nuclear power until the present, asking 
why nuclear energy has been more contentious in some 
countries than in others and why some countries have never 
gone nuclear, or have decided to phase out nuclear, while 
their neighbors have committed to the so-called nuclear 
renaissance. Contributors examine the challenges facing the 
nuclear sector in the context of aging reactor fleets, pressing 
climate urgency, and increasing competition from renewable 
energy sources.

Written by leading academics in their respective dis-
ciplines, the nine chapters of Engaging the Atom place the 
evolution of nuclear energy within a broader set of national 
and international configurations, including its role within 
policies and markets.

“This well-researched, clearly structured, and soundly 
argued book is a long-overdue historical reflection on the 
development of nuclear power and its interactions with civil 
society.”

—Maria Rosaria Di Nucci, Freie Universität Berlin

Energy and Society Series
December 2021 · 336pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-32-8 · $34.99s
CL 978-1-952271-31-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-33-5 · $34.99
7 tables · 8 graphs

ARNE KAIJSER is professor 
emeritus of history of 
technology at KTH Royal 
Institute of Technology, Stock-
holm. MARKKU LEHTONEN 

is Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Individual Fellow at the 
University Pompeu Fabra in 
Barcelona. JAN-HENRIK MEYER 
is an associate professor at 
the Saxo Institute, University 
of Copenhagen. MAR RUBIO-

VARAS is professor of economic 
history at the Universidad 
Publica de Navarra.

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
HISTORY

August 2021 · 216pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-952271-12-0 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-11-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-13-7 · $29.99
5 images

EDWARD WATTS is professor 
emeritus of English at Michigan 
State University. He is the 
author or editor of many other 
books in American studies, 
most recently Colonizing the 
Past: Mythmaking and Pre-
Columbian Whites in Nineteenth-
Century American Writing.

LITERATURE
APPALACHIAN STUDIES
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

CANNEL COAL OIL DAYS
A Novel
Theophile Maher
Edited by Edward Watts

Based mostly on his own experiences, Theophile Maher’s 
local color novel Cannel Coal Oil Days challenges many 
popular ideas about antebellum Appalachia, bringing it more 
fully into the broader story of the United States. Written in 
1887, discovered in 2018, and published here for the first 
time, it offers a narrative of life between 1859 and 1861 in 
what was then western Virginia as it became West Virginia.

Cannel coal (a soft form of coal whose oil, when distilled, 
was competitive in the lighting oil business after overfish-
ing reduced the whale oil supply) was at the center of one of 
Appalachia’s first extractive industries. Using the develop-
ment of coal oil manufacturing in the Kanawha valley as its 
launching point, Maher’s semiautobiographical novel tells of 
a series of interrelated changes, each reflecting larger trans-
formations in the United States as a whole. It shows how 
coal oil manufacturing was transformed from an amateurish 
endeavor to a more professional industry, with implications 
for Appalachian environment and labor. Then, Maher fore- 
shadows the coming Progressive Era by insisting on moral 
and environmental reforms based in democratic and 
Christian principles. Finally, he tells the story of the coming 
of the Civil War to the region, as the novel’s protagonist, a 
mining engineer, works closely with a Black family to orga-
nize the local abolitionist mountain folk into a Union militia 
to aid in the secession of West Virginia from Virginia.

“An artifact of great interest to scholars working in 
environmental and energy humanities spaces. . . . 
Americanists reading Maher’s novel will undoubtedly place 
it within a broader corpus of mining literature, energy 
history, and representations of environmental injustice in 
Appalachia.”

—Matthew S. Henry, University of Wyoming

NEW BOOKSNEW BOOKS
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FAR FLUNG
Improvisations on National Parks, Driving to 
Russia, Not Marrying a Ranger, the Language 
of Heartbreak, and Other Natural Disasters
Cassandra Kircher
May 2019 · 168pp · 5x7in
PB 978-1-946684-94-3 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-946684-95-0 · $19.99

LOWEST WHITE BOY
Greg Bottoms
May 2019 · 168pp · 6.5x6.5in
PB 978-1-946684-96-7 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-946684-97-4 · $19.99

APPALACHIA NORTH
A Memoir
Matthew Ferrence
February 2019 · 296pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-946684-70-7 · $26.99
eBook 978-1-946684-71-4 · $26.99

THIS WAY BACK
Joanna Eleftheriou
October 2020 · 264pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-66-6 · $23.99
eBook 978-1-949199-67-3 · $23.99 

THE PAINTED FOREST
Krista Eastman
October 2019 · 144pp · 5x7in
PB 978-1-949199-19-2 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-949199-20-8 · $19.99

FATHERLESS
A Memoir
Keith Maillard
October 2019 · 240pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-13-0 · $23.99
eBook 978-1-949199-14-7 · $23.99

WORKING IT OFF IN LABOR COUNTY
Stories
Larry D. Thacker
February 2021 · 228pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-59-8 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-949199-60-4 · $19.99

A PLACE REMOTE
Stories
Gwen Goodkin
September 2020 · 180pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-61-1 · $18.99
eBook 978-1-949199-62-8 · $18.99

LIKE LIGHT, LIKE MUSIC
Lana K. W. Austin
August 2020 · 300pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-57-4 · $21.99
eBook 978-1-949199-58-1 · $21.99

HILLBILLY HUSTLE
Wesley Browne
March 2020 · 264pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-28-4 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-949199-29-1 · $19.99

ST. CHRISTOPHER ON PLUTO
Nancy McKinley
February 2020 · 228pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-26-0 · $18.99
eBook 978-1-949199-27-7 · $18.99

AMERICAN GRIEF IN FOUR STAGES
Stories
Sadie Hoagland
November 2019 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-21-5 · $18.99
eBook 978-1-949199-22-2 · $18.99

FIERCE AND DELICATE
Essays on Dance and Illness

Renée K. Nicholson

May 2021 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-01-4 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-02-1 · $19.99

“Lyrical and fascinating.”

—Buzzfeed News

GHOSTS OF NEW YORK

Jim Lewis

April 2021 · 300pp · 5.5x8.25in
PB 978-1-949199-96-3 · $22.99
eBook 978-1-949199-97-0 · $22.99

“A wondrous novel, with prose that sparkles  
like certain sidewalks after rain. . . . That’s it,  
I thought. That’s exactly what it’s like to live in 
New York.”

—New York Times Book Review

THE SECRET LIVES 
OF CHURCH LADIES

Deesha Philyaw

September 2020  
192pp · 4.72x7.48in
PB 978-1-949199-73-4 · $18.99 
eBook 978-1-949199-74-1 · $18.99

“Beautifully crafted. A lovely collection.”

—Roxane Gay, author of Bad Feminist

AMERICAN VAUDEVILLE

Geoffrey Hilsabeck 
With a foreword  
by Luc Sante

July 2021 · 160pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-06-9 · $19.99
eBook 978-1-952271-07-6 · $19.99

“Hilsabeck is intuitive, canny, penetrating, 
and wise, and he has absorbed and can play all 
the tones in the vast calliope of the American 
language.”

—from the foreword by Luc Sante
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2020 National Book Award Finalist, Fiction
2020 Story Prize Winner
2021 PEN/Faulkner Award Winner
2021 LA Times Book Prize:  

Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction Finalist
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REMAKING 
APPALACHIA
Ecosocialism, Ecofeminism, 
and Law

Nicholas F. Stump

April 2021 · 288pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-91-8 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-949199-90-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-92-5 · $29.99

“Makes a persuasive case for what the region 
needs today: a hopeful vision for a new future 
rooted in transformative, bottom-up change.”

—Ann M. Eisenberg, University of  
South Carolina

STORYTELLING IN  
QUEER APPALACHIA
Imagining and Writing the 
Unspeakable Other

Edited by Hillery Glasby, 
Sherrie Gradin, and  
Rachael Ryerson

July 2020 · 228pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-48-2 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-47-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-49-9 · $29.99

“Offers us a beautifully disruptive way to rethink 
our understandings of a singular Appalachia—as 
a place, as a people, as an ideology.”

—William P. Banks, coeditor of Approaches to 
Teaching LGBT Literature

THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC 
AND US CULTURE
Expression, Art, and Politics 
in an Age of Addiction

Edited by Travis D. Stimeling  

December 2020 · 300pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-71-0 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-70-3 · $99.99s 
eBook 978-1-949199-72-7 · $29.99

“A wholly unique and timely approach to 
understanding the ways that opioids have become 
entangled with the lives of users and of US culture 
at large.”

—Travis Linnemann, author of Meth Wars

SO MUCH TO BE ANGRY 
ABOUT
Appalachian Movement 
Press and Radical DIY 
Publishing, 1969–1979

Shaun Slifer

March 2021 · 256pp · 7.5x9.25in
PB 978-1-949199-94-9 · $32.99
CL 978-1-949199-93-2 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-95-6 · $32.99

“So Much to Be Angry About is an example of the 
best impulses of people’s history.”

—Madeline ffitch, author of Stay and Fight

HEEDING THE CALL
A Study of Denise Giardina’s Novels
William Jolliff
May 2020 · 204pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-43-7 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-949199-42-0 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-44-4 · $29.99

MOUNTAINEERS ARE ALWAYS FREE
Heritage, Dissent, and a West Virginia Icon
Rosemary V. Hathaway
March 2020 · 276pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-949199-31-4 · $25.99
CL 978-1-949199-30-7 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-32-1 · $25.99

BLUEGRASS AMBASSADORS
The McLain Family Band in Appalachia  
and the World
Paul O. Jenkins
November 2020 · 228pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-949199-68-0 · $26.99
eBook 978-1-949199-69-7 · $26.99

2020 American Book Award: Walter & Lillian 
Lowenfels Criticism Award

Weatherford Award, Nonfiction
APPALACHIAN RECKONING
A Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy
Edited by Anthony Harkins and 
Meredith McCarroll
March 2019 · 432pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-79-0 · $28.99
CL 978-1-946684-78-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-80-6 · $28.99

APPALACHIAN ENGLISHES IN THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
Edited by Kirk Hazen
September 2020 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-55-0 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-54-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-56-7 · $29.99

WHEELING’S POLONIA
Reconstructing Polish Community in a  
West Virginia Steel Town
William Hal Gorby
May 2020 · 312pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-40-6 · $32.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-39-0 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-41-3 · $32.99

Weatherford Award, Nonfiction
I’M AFRAID OF THAT WATER
A Collaborative Ethnography of a  
West Virginia Water Crisis
Edited by Luke Eric Lassiter, Brian A. Hoey, 
and Elizabeth Campbell
April 2020 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-37-6 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-36-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-38-3 · $29.99

LGBTQ FICTION AND POETRY  
FROM APPALACHIA
Edited by Jeff Mann and Julia Watts
April 2019 · 288pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-92-9 · $29.99
eBook 978-1-946684-93-6 · $29.99

MOUNTAINS PILED UPON MOUNTAINS
Appalachian Nature Writing in the 
Anthropocene
Edited by Jessica Cory
August 2019 · 360pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-90-5 · $27.99
eBook 978-1-946684-91-2 · $27.99
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RADICAL HOPE
A Teaching Manifesto

Kevin M. Gannon

April 2020 · 180pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-51-2 · $19.99
CL 978-1-949199-50-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-52-9 · $19.99

“This work isn’t about reform, but transform-
ation, and Gannon’s book pushes us in the right 
direction.”

—José Luis Vilson, author of This Is Not  
a Test

UNGRADING
Why Rating Students 
Undermines Learning (and 
What to Do Instead)

Edited by Susan D. Blum
With a foreword by Alfie Kohn

December 2020 · 274pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-949199-82-6 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-81-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-83-3 · $26.99

“I love this book. It undermines the mythology 
around grading, helping us understand that (a) 
grading is a construction, and a relatively recent 
one at that, and (b) we’d be better off without it—
as would our students.”

—Paul Hanstedt, author of Creating  
Wicked Students

SKIM, DIVE, SURFACE
Teaching Digital Reading

Jenae Cohn

June 2021 · 288pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-952271-04-5 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-952271-03-8 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-05-2 · $24.99

“An important, accessible contribution to 
conversations about digital reading.”

—Ellen Carillo, author of MLA Guide  
to Digital Literacy

MINDING BODIES
How Physical Space, 
Sensation, and Movement 
Affect Learning

Susan Hrach

May 2021 · 204pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-99-4 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-98-7 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-952271-00-7 · $24.99

“A timely and necessary intervention that 
questions our long-held assumptions about 
sedentary teaching and learning.”

—Vybarr Cregan-Reid, author of Primate 
Change

GEEKY PEDAGOGY
A Guide for Intellectuals, Introverts, and 
Nerds Who Want to Be Effective Teachers
Jessamyn Neuhaus
September 2019 · 264pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-06-2 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-05-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-07-9 · $26.99

HOW HUMANS LEARN
The Science and Stories behind Effective 
College Teaching
Joshua R. Eyler
December 2018 · 312pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-946684-64-6 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-65-3 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-66-0 · $24.99

TEACHING ABOUT RACE AND RACISM IN 
THE COLLEGE CLASSROOM
Notes from a White Professor
Cyndi Kernahan
December 2019 · 228pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-24-6 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-23-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-25-3 · $24.99

INTENTIONAL TECH
Principles to Guide the Use of Educational 
Technology in College Teaching
Derek Bruff
November 2019 · 240pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-16-1 · $24.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-15-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-17-8 · $24.99

REACH EVERYONE, TEACH EVERYONE
Universal Design for Learning in  
Higher Education
Thomas J. Tobin and Kirsten T. Behling
November 2018 · 312pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-60-8 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-59-2 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-61-5 · $26.99

MEANINGFUL GRADING
A Guide for Faculty in the Arts
Natasha Haugnes, Hoag Holmgren, and 
Martin Springborg
August 2018 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-946684-49-3 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-48-6 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-50-9 · $26.99

TEACHING THE LITERATURE  
SURVEY COURSE
New Strategies for College Faculty
Edited by Gwynn Dujardin, James M. Lang, 
and John A. Staunton
January 2018 · 276pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-946684-09-7 · $28.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-08-0 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-10-3 · $28.99

THE SPARK OF LEARNING
Energizing the College Classroom  
with the Science of Emotion
Sarah Rose Cavanagh
October 2016 · 256pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-943665-33-4 · $22.99sp
CL 978-1-943665-32-7 · $79.99s
eBook 978-1-943665-34-1 · $22.99
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TRANSPORTATION 
AND THE CULTURE OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE
Accelerating Ride to Global 
Crisis

Edited by Tatiana Prorokova-
Konrad

October 2020 · 288pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-64-2 · $32.99s
CL 978-1-949199-63-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-65-9 · $32.99

“A timely, accessible, and intriguingly inter-
disciplinary collection.”

—Anindita Banerjee, Cornell University

FAMINE IN THE 
REMAKING
Food System Change and 
Mass Starvation in Hawaii, 
Madagascar, and Cambodia

Stian Rice

April 2020 · 264pp · 7x10in
PB 978-1-949199-34-5 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-33-8 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-35-2 · $29.99

“Important and impressive scholarly work.”

—Pritam Singh, University of Oxford

THE POLITICAL ECOLOGY 
OF EDUCATION
Brazil’s Landless Workers’ 
Movement and the Politics of 
Knowledge

David Meek

November 2020 · 252pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-76-5 · $28.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-75-8 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-77-2 · $28.99

“Meek weaves together beautifully written 
ethnography with a brilliant analysis of 
agricultural political ecologies.”

—Paige West, Columbia University

FEMINIST GEOGRAPHY 
UNBOUND
Discomfort, Bodies, and 
Prefigured Futures

Edited by Banu Gökarıksel, 
Michael Hawkins, 
Christopher Neubert, and 
Sara Smith

March 2021 · 324pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-88-8 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-87-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-89-5 · $29.99

“Feminist Geography Unbound is a must-read  
for students and scholars interested in the 
diversity of feminist geographic thought, action, 
and activism.”

—Jennifer L. Fluri, coauthor of The Carpet-
baggers of Kabul and Other American- 
Afghan Entanglements

GOVERNING THE WIND ENERGY 
COMMONS
Renewable Energy and Community 
Development
Keith A. Taylor
July 2019 · 180pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-946684-85-1 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-946684-84-4 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-86-8 · $29.99

ON PETROCULTURES
Globalization, Culture, and Energy
Imre Szeman
May 2019 · 288pp · 5.5x8.5in
PB 978-1-946684-88-2 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-87-5 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-89-9 · $26.99

CAPITALIST PIGS
Pigs, Pork, and Power in America
J. L. Anderson
March 2019 · 300pp · 7.5x9.25in
PB 978-1-946684-73-8 · $34.99
eBook 978-1-946684-74-5 · $34.99

OIL AND URBANIZATION ON THE  
PACIFIC COAST
Ralph Bramel Lloyd and the Shaping of the 
Urban West
Michael R. Adamson
October 2018 · 384pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-946684-36-3 · $29.99sp
CL 978-1-946684-43-1 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-946684-44-8 · $29.99
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GEOGRAPHY’S QUANTITATIVE 
REVOLUTIONS
Edward A. Ackerman and the Cold War 
Origins of Big Data
Elvin Wyly
November 2019 · 168pp · 5x8in
PB 978-1-949199-09-3 · $22.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-08-6 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-10-9 · $22.99

ENERGY CULTURE
Art and Theory on Oil and Beyond
Edited by Imre Szeman and Jeff Diamanti
November 2019 · 276pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-12-3 · $34.99sp

RED HARVESTS
Agrarian Capitalism and Genocide in 
Democratic Kampuchea
James A. Tyner
February 2021 · 180pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-79-6 · $29.99s
CL 978-1-949199-78-9 · $99.99s
eBook 978-1-949199-80-2 · $29.99

BEYOND POPULISM
Angry Politics and the Twilight of 
Neoliberalism
Edited by Jeff Maskovsky and  
Sophie Bjork-James
February 2020 · 240pp · 6x9in
PB 978-1-949199-46-8 · $26.99sp
CL 978-1-949199-45-1 · $99.99s

Recent Highlights in Energy, Environment, and Critical Social Sciences
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CANADA
UBC Press c/o UTP Distribution
5201 Dufferin St.
Toronto, ON M3H 5T8
T: (800) 565-9523 · F: (800) 221-9985
E: utpbooks@utpress.utoronto.ca
Website: www.ubcpress.ca

WEST VIRGINIA AND ALL OTHER TERRITORIES
Sales and Marketing Department 
West Virginia University Press
PO Box 6295 
Morgantown, WV 26506 
T: (304) 293-8403  
E: derek.krissoff@mail.wvu.edu

ORDER ONLINE:
wvupress.com

MAIL ORDERS: 
West Virginia University Press
c/o Chicago Distribution Center
11030 South Langley Ave.
Chicago, IL 60628

PHONE ORDERS:
(800) 621-2736 (USA/Canada)
(888) 630-9347 (TTY) 
(773) 702-7000 (International)

EMAIL ORDERS:
orders@press.uchicago.edu

FAX ORDERS:
(800) 621-8476 (USA/Canada)
(773) 702-7212 (International)
Pubnet@202-5280

ADDRESS ALL ORDERS, RETURNS, AND  
CUSTOMER SERVICE INQUIRIES TO:
West Virginia University Press 
c/o Chicago Distribution Center
11030 South Langley Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60628 
T: (800) 621-2736 · F: (800) 621-8476 
E: orders@press.uchicago.edu
E: custserv@press.uchicago.edu

DISCOUNT FOR BOOKSELLERS:
Short: marked with an “s” 
Specialist: marked with an “sp” 
Trade: unmarked

PURCHASE WVU PRESS EBOOKS:
Ebook Central • EBSCO eBooks • Kobo • MyiLibrary  
Project MUSE • University Readers • JSTOR • ACLS  
Humanities • Sony • Dawson Books • Apple iBooks 
SIPX

Thanks to everyone who has joined Deesha Philyaw on her book’s wild ride! The Secret Lives 
of Church Ladies—a finalist for the National Book Award and the LA Times Book Prize, winner 
of the PEN/Faulkner Award and the Story Prize, and now destined for the screen from HBO 
Max—has been a genuine publishing event. We’re proud to have helped bring this special 
book into the world and look forward to continuing to share it with readers over what is sure 
to be a long life.
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HOW TO ORDERNEW BOOKS SALES REPRESENTATIVES:

EAST COAST
Jeremy Tescher
30 E. Union St., Apt. 112
Bordentown, NJ 08505
T: (917) 664-1270
E: jtescher@uchicago.edu

MIDWEST & NEW YORK STATE
Bailey Walsh
348 S. Lexington St.
Spring Green, WI 53588
T: (608) 218-1669 · F: (608) 218-1670
E: bwalsh@press.uchicago.edu

WEST COAST
Gary Hart
1200 S. Brand Blvd. Box 135
Glendale, CA 91204
T: (818) 956-0527 · F: (818) 243-4676
E: ghart@press.uchicago.edu

SOUTHWEST AND SOUTH,  
EXCLUDING WEST VIRGINIA
Bob Barnett
University of Texas Press
2717 Shippen Ave.
Louisville, KY 40206
T: (502) 345-6477
E: bbarnett@utpress.utexas.edu

PACIFIC NW 
Bob Rosenberg Group
2318 32nd Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94116
E: bob@bobrosenberggroup.com

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR SALES  
REPRESENTATION IN THE USA:
John Kessler, Sales Director
The University of Chicago Press
1427 East 60th St.
Chicago, IL 60637
T: (773) 702-7248 · F: (773) 702-9756
E: jkessler@press.uchicago.edu

UK, EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA,  
ASIA-PACIFIC, LATIN AMERICA
Eurospan
Gray’s Inn House
127 Clerkenwell Rd.
London EC1R 5DB, United Kingdom
Trade Orders & Inquiries:
T: +44 (0) 1767 604972 · F: +44 (0) 1767 601640
E: eurospan@turpin-distribution.com
Individuals: eurospanbookstore.com 
/westvirginia
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